
 
 
 
  
 
I would like to apologize for the delay in announcing Tom 
Brennan’s passing. Tom and I both went to St. James 
High School in Chester, Tom graduating in 1952 and I 
graduated in 1964. It was through St. James alumni 
2025 Fall Newsletter, ‘The Bark’ that I read of Tom’s 
passing. 
 
Dave Kavanagh 
SSHS 
 

Thomas Brennan Obituary 
Obituary published on Legacy.com by Cavanagh Family 
Funeral Homes, Inc. & Private Crematory - Norwood on 
Oct. 1, 2025 
 

Thomas Brennan, 91, of 
Glenolden, passed away 
Thursday June 5, 2025. 
He was born November 
29, 1933, in Philadelphia, 
son of the late Francis and 
Kathryn (Haughey) 
Brennan. 
Thomas began playing 
baseball and basketball for 
various sports 
associations in the 
Prospect Park/Norwood 
area and at St. Gabriel's 

Grammar School.  

Thomas was a 1952 graduate of St. James High School 
in Chester where he played basketball for the St.James 
Bulldogs. He also played basketball for St. Joseph's   
University, graduating in 1956. His greatest pride playing 
for St.Joe's was when he played in Madison Square 
Garden. 
Thomas began working for General Steel in Eddystone, 
then spent most of his career in the shipbuilding and 
repair industry for Sun Ship Building and Dry Dock Co., 
Pennsylvania Shipbuilding both in Chester PA. and 
Phillyship in Camden N.J. 
Thomas was a member of Our Lady of Fatima Parish in 
Secane, where he was quite active volunteering for 
many roles such as 5th & 6th grade boys basketball 
coach, parish photographer, usher, traffic director after 
masses, as well as assisting in the maintenance needs 
of the Parish, especially when it came to painting any of 
the buildings. 
Thomas was also active with the Adoptive Mother's 
Club, the Briarcliffe Father & Son Athletic Association, 
the Knights of Columbus Marian Council, and Our Lady 
of Fatima CYO. 

Thomas enjoyed amateur photography where he learned 
to develop his own pictures at home. He had a great 
interest in Genealogy where he often traveled to the 
National Archive building in Philadelphia researching 
family, friends and neighbors’ genealogy. He also 
enjoyed watching the Phillies, Eagles and college 
basketball, especially St. Joe’s and Villanova…. 
(Please visit the aforementioned Legacy.com website 
to see the rest of the obituary) 

 
1: Tom’s Corporate information 
This information was from SSHS’s ‘Sun Ship Personnel 
Report’ dated February 15, 1979: 

Badge:   08-002  

Employment:  Semi-Monthly 
Name:   Thomas Brennan  

Service:  12yr, 4mo, 4days 

 
2: Following from ‘Sun Ship Log’ 
Newsletters: 
 
2a: December, 1966 Edition: 
SSHS: 706_6612_02e 

  
 
Article written by Tom in our Sun Ship Log December, 
1966 Issue 
SSHS: 706_6612_03a,b,c 

  

Subj: SSHS Personnel History 
Name: Brennan, Tom  
Badge #: 08-002/25-101 
iDate: 2025.11.09 
By: Sun Ship Historical Society 
 D. Kavanagh 

 



 

 
3: Following from Tom’s Contributions to 
the Sun Ship Historical Society’s Archives: 
Tom Brennan and Howard Dukes at a reunion event  
(Wetherill Reunion?) on 2003.04.26 at Lehman’s Tavern. 
Partial list of attendee’s Phil Masusock, Joe Spinelli, 
Rich Settine, Fran Smith If anyone can identify this event 
we would appreciate any information about the event -
dmk. 

 

  
 
4: St. James ‘Bark’ Obit Page, Fall, 2025: 

 
 


