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On Wednesday, the U.S. National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) released its final
report on the tragic sinking of the con/ro El Faro, which went down with all hands in
October 2015. ook

Like the U.S. Coast Guard Marine Board of Investigation (https://maritime-executive.com
[features/coast-guard-releases-final-report-on-el-faro-tragedyitgs.Xcq9iL k), the NTSB

concluded that the accident was attributable to the master's decision to sail into Hurricane
Joaquin, the vessel operator's "weak" safety culture and a poor implementation of Bridge
Resource Management (BRM) principles. NTSB also noted technical problems with
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of El Faro's Hold 3; and the inadequacy of E/ Faro's antiquated open life boats, which container-units)
were unlikely to be of assistance in a hurricane.
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Open lifeboats on the El Faro's sister ship El Yunque (NTSB)

NTSB also found fault with the regulatory treatment of £/ Faro’s cargo hold ventilation
trunks and fire dampers. The vents were not designated as a downflooding point because

they could be closed, yet they were required by the Certificate of Inspection to remain 2017: A Transformative Year for
Veson Nautical
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open, leading to confusion. Past crewmembers on E/ Faro told investigators that the fire (https://www.maritime-
dampers on both the supply and exhaust ventilation trunks always remained open while executive.com/corporate/2017-
under way; NTSB believes it is likely that the dampers were open throughout the casualty a-transformativc-,;_—yelar-for-veson-
voyage and began to admit water about 40 minutes before she went down. The crew did By MarEx (hrt‘-‘.igzllﬁvlw.maritime-
not have access to a damage control plan that could have informed them of the executive.com/author/marex)

importance of closing the dampers in the event of an extreme list. A damage control plan
is a required feature aboard vessels built after 1992, and NTSB recommended that the
IMO should require all existing cargo vessels to have damage control plans and booklets
written to current standards, regardiess of vessel age.
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Flooding simulation, El Faro ventilation trunks (NTSB)

NTSB also agreed with the Coast Guard's findings (https://www.maritime-executive.com DN=V' GL Launche s I\‘Iél:ftic;d:s Hull
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by regulations and that many vessels enrolled in the program are likely to be operating in
substandard condition.” The Coast Guard has already launched an effort to strengthen
oversight of the ACP, including a new dedicated program office for compliance.

In a departure from the Coast Guard's report, the NTSB examined the possible
relationship between workplace pressures and Captain Michael Davidson's fateful
decision to maintain his course. Davidson did not yet know whether he would be retained
when the EI Faro's operator, TOTE, replaced the aging Ponce-class ships with its new
Marlin-class vessels, and he expressed his concerns about his future in a recorded
conversation on the bridge. "if the captain thought his performance on this trip would be a
deciding factor in getting the job, it might have affected his decision-making,” NTSB
wrote. "He might have been more risk-tolerant, meaning that he might take additional
risks if he thought it would help him get the job. Taking [a longer, sheltered route] would
ultimately cost him more time and fuel and might seem like an unnecessary delay if he
thought he understood the storm’s path.” Ultimately, NTSB concluded, "whether that
played a part in his internal motivation to meet the schedule cannot be determined."
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An obsolete ship still trading because it was so expensive to replace her with a US built
vessel. We do not require airplanes, computers, cell phones and other items vital to our

national security to be built in the U.S. Why only ships? Amend the Jones Act to allow ships
to be built overseas while maintaining the American manning and ownership provisions.

Otherwise more mariners will continue to be unnecessisarily put in harms way.
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